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Deep collaborative engagement is the cornerstone of the Graham 
Sustainability Institute. Since 2006, Graham has deliberately convened faculty, 
students, policy makers, practitioners, and communities to foster sustainable 
solutions at local to global scales.

In alignment with Graham’s vision, mission, and values, as well as U-M’s 
three-fold commitment to research, education, and service, our strategic 
priorities are to:

● enhance collaborative research
● develop sustainability leaders
● inform policy and practice. 

Drew Horning 
Interim Director

I played golf frequently with 
Tom Brady when he was a 
U-M student

We pursue these priorities in collaboration with, and in support of, a broad range of university and external partners, and they serve 
as the institute’s levers for fostering a more sustainable future.

Graham focuses on three critical areas of sustainability: climate, water, and communities. These topics are intentionally broad and 
flexible, allowing us to catalyze and facilitate a wide range of important work.

https://graham.umich.edu/priorities/research
https://graham.umich.edu/priorities/leadership
https://graham.umich.edu/priorities/policy
https://graham.umich.edu/priorities/climate
https://graham.umich.edu/priorities/water
https://graham.umich.edu/priorities/communities
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Mostly Meetings

Spontaneous

In Office Often

Async Communication 
(Slack/Email/Gchat)

Quick Check-Ins

Lively/Energetic Spaces

Celebrations + Events

Sharing As We Go

In Graham Sustainability Institute, we…

Independent Work

Planners

Mostly WFH

Real-time 
conversations

Fewer, Longer Meetings

Calm/Focused Spaces

Low-key Recognition

Sharing Finished Work

Have

Are

Are

Have

Prefer

Have

Prefer

Prefer

*These are average estimates for our 7 teams within Graham. We all differ and don’t all totally match 
these decisions. This may not reflect how we work in the new space. 



Anna Balas 
Sustainability Program Manager

Aboli Dahiwadkar 
Sustainability Programs Coordinator

The Planet Blue Ambassador program is the entry point to sustainability at the 
University of Michigan. Our goal is to empower you with the information and 

resources you need to live, work, learn, and play sustainably on campus. 

Planet Blue Ambassador Program

Three-toed sloths are my 
favorite animal!I like to embroider and 

cross stitch



Sarah Lee
Clean Energy Engagement 
Specialist

Olivia Stoetzer
Research Area Specialist

Sarah Mills
Director

I lived in South Sudan for 2 
years.

Lexi Hagan
Research Area Specialist

Madeleine Krol
Clean Energy Land Use Specialist

We support communities across the urban-rural spectrum as they leverage 
decarbonization opportunities to advance their goals and enhance quality of life.

EmPowering Communities

I have a background in 
meteorology and enjoy 
storm chasing!

I was born in the same 
hospital as Barack 
Obama!

My hometown is Wuppertal, Germany 
— where the Schwebebahn, a railway 
suspended over a river, was my daily 
ride to school. Yes, it's as cool as it 
sounds!

I LOVE going for long 
walks and exploring new 
places!
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Sarah Miller
Collaborative Research 
Specialist

Maggie Allan
Collaborative Research 
Manager

I love wetlands! They're one of 
my favorite habitats to explore 
during outdoor adventures. 

Supporting collaborative, user-driven sustainability research at U-M through 
funding, programs, and services

Faculty Engagement Support

I teach yoga in 
Washtenaw County and SE 
Michigan!
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Maeghan Brass
Program Manager

Nick Soberal
Communications Specialist

Mike Shriberg
Director

I love to travel and have 
been to 48 states. 

Arianna Stokes
Research Associate

Addressing critical and emerging water resource challenges by fostering 
collaborative, user-driven research that informs policy and management 

decisions affecting our waters

Water Center

I make three elaborate 
birthday cakes per year, 
one for each kid.

I build and restore old 
computers and keyboards 
for fun 8

I have a pet shrimp 
named the Krusty Krab.



Manja Holland-Smith
Research & Engagement Director

Ian Stone
Collaborative Research Specialist

Alison Bressler
Collaborative Research Specialist

I grew up figure skating in 
South Carolina and now teach 
lessons on the weekends 

Sarah Miller
Collaborative Research Specialist

Addressing critical and emerging water resource challenges by fostering 
collaborative, user-driven research that informs policy and management 

decisions affecting our waters

Water Center - continued

I ALMOST had a Guinness 
World Record.

I love geography and have 
memorized the flag of every 
country. Comes in quite handy 
about once a year at trivia nights!

I teach yoga in 
Washtenaw County and SE 
Michigan! 8



Lily Eligator
Assistant Education Program 
Manager

Carly Silverman
Education Program Manager

My first online username on AOL 
was Tulula, which was the name 
of the bobsled in the 1993 hit 
movie, Cool Runnings.

We design and facilitate interdisciplinary, experiential learning programs that 
equip students to collaborate with communities, organizations, and industry 

partners to address real-world sustainability and climate challenges.

Co-curricular Education

My goal is to attend all 30 MLB 
ballparks (I'm currently at 9)
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Alex Haddad
Strategic Communications 
Manager

David Mudie
Web Manger

Fatimah Bolhassan
Multimedia Designer

Favorite fruit : DURIAN.

We support Graham programs and the broader sustainability enterprise by 
engaging audiences, sharing research and impact, and building the digital 

systems that make this work visible and accessible.

Communications/Marketing/Web

Emerita pinball wizard. Open 
to collaborative research 
opportunities at Pinball Pete's.

I work remotely from 
Oregon.
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Ivana Holmes
Database Administrator

Mary Kay Morrison
Executive Secretary

Lisa Carey
Business Manager

I have 3 great danes.

Elyse Larsen
Research Administrator

Jean Sadler
Executive Secretary for Institute 
Programs

Providing administrative support to all program teams and leadership including 
finance, budget, HR, calendaring, event planning and on-site support, expenses 
and reimbursements, grant administration and RFP/reviews/event registration.

Administrative Team

Love snow except on bike 
paths and solar panels.

I was co-owner of a traveling basketball tournament 
company called Red Hacker for over 11 years, 
putting on 3-on-3, 4-on-4 (9ft. rims), and 5-on-5 
tournaments around Michigan, Illinois and Indiana 
for kids from 8-100 years old. 

I’m retiring in August!

Paris is great for getting lost! Some of my best adventures happen 
in neighborhoods like Le Marais, Montmartre, and the Latin Quarter, 
where wandering side streets often leads to bakeries, street art, tiny 
museums, and hidden courtyards. If you visit Paris, try walking 
instead of taking the metro for at least one day - the city rewards 
curious wanderers. 
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