
This collection of information sheets on major holidays 
and cultural events is a joint partnership of the School of 
Information staff, the Office of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion, 
and the Office of the Provost. Facts have been vetted by 
U-M’s Association of Religious Counselors (ARC), and other 
campus groups. Public feedback is welcome; please email 
DEIHolidayFacts@umich.edu.

Date
•	 June 19th of each year.
•	 Check the Calendar Index for Religious Holidays 

during the current academic year for the exact date.

Greetings
Greet someone or a group by saying “Happy 
Juneteenth.”

Common Practices and Celebrations
•	 Red is a color that is seen everywhere during 

Juneteenth: Red soda water, strawberry pies, red 
velvet cake and red beans and rice. 

•	 The classic color symbolizes blood lost during the 
struggle for emancipation. 

Impact to U-M Community?
President Biden signed legislation on June 17, 2021 to 
make Juneteenth a federal holiday, enshrining June 19 
as a national day to commemorate the end of slavery 
in the United States. 

U-M Campus Resources
•	 U-M Programs and Resources Addressing Issues 

Facing African Americans
•	 Anti-Racism Primer: What Can I Do?, U-M
•	 Maize Black Organizations, U-M

Information Sources
•	 History of Juneteenth, Allen Public Library 
•	 Here’s The One Thing You Need To Know About 

Juneteenth And The Emancipation Of Black People, 
Essence

Juneteenth is the oldest national 

celebrated commemoration of 

the arrival of Union soldiers and 

Major General Gordon Granger 

to Galveston, Texas in 1865 

with news of the end of slavery 

which had occurred in 1863 with 

President Abraham Lincoln’s 

issuing the Emancipation 

Proclamation. Granger announced 

the end of the Civil War and 

freedom for all who had been in 

bondage. President Joe Biden 

signed a bill making Juneteenth 

a federal holiday on June 17th, 

2021.
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Happy Juneteenth!

Juneteenth
Interfaith / African-American joon teenth

https://www.provost.umich.edu/calendar/index.html
https://diversity.umich.edu/resources/addressing-issues-facing-african-americans/
https://diversity.umich.edu/resources/addressing-issues-facing-african-americans/
https://hr.umich.edu/working-u-m/professional-development/diversity-equity-inclusion-training-education/anti-racism-primer-what-can-i-do
https://maizepages.umich.edu/organizations?query=black
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dIi_53jihMM
https://www.essence.com/culture/facts-juneteenth-emancipation-enslaved-black-people/
https://www.essence.com/culture/facts-juneteenth-emancipation-enslaved-black-people/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IoMVc_aah-U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IoMVc_aah-U

