
Happy 
Ganesh Chaturthi!

Date
•	 Ganesh Chaturthi is observed during the Hindu 

lunisolar month of Bhadra (between mid-August and 
mid-September).

•	 Check the Calendar Index for Religious Holidays 
during the current academic year for the exact date. 

Greetings
Wishing someone a “Happy Ganesh Chaturthi” is 
welcome.

Common Practices and Celebrations 
•	 Social gatherings at festivals
•	 Chanting of prayers and hymns
•	 Sweet dishes, such as Modak, are served
•	 Charity
•	 Stories regarding the birth of Ganesha (Vinayaka), 

especially Shamanthaka Mani, are read by devotees 
on this day. 

Common Dietary Restrictions 
•	 Some Hindu practitioners adhere to a lacto-

vegetarian diet which excludes meat, fish, and eggs. 

Impact to U-M Community
•	 Link to U-M Guidance Regarding Conflicts. 

U-M Campus Resources
•	 Maize Pages - Hindu, U-M
•	 Association of Religious Counselors, U-M 

Information Sources
•	 Wikipedia
•	 The Ganesh Chaturthi Festival, LearnReligions.com
•	 Ganesh Chaturthi, ganeshchaturthi.org

The 10-day festival marks the 

birth of the elephant-headed 

Hindu deity Ganesha, the god of 

new beginnings, prosperity, and 

wisdom. There are multiple stories 

of Ganesha’s birth. Clay murtis 

of Ganesha are put on display in 

homes and public places. At the 

end of the festival, the murtis are 

immersed and dissolved in water 

and participants say, “Ganapathi 

Bappa Morya,” this means “O Lord 

Ganapathi, our father, go ahead. 

Please come back again next year.”

Ganesh Chaturthi/Vinayaka Chavithi
guh-naysh chuh-tur-thee

This collection of information sheets on major holidays 
and cultural events is a joint partnership of the School of 
Information staff, the Office of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion, 
and the Office of the Provost. Facts have been vetted by 
U-M’s Association of Religious Counselors (ARC), and other 
campus groups. Public feedback is welcome; please email 
DEIHolidayFacts@umich.edu.
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https://youtu.be/lAJ7DJ-Z_TM
https://www.provost.umich.edu/calendar/index.html
https://www.provost.umich.edu/calendar/religious_holiday_guidance.html
https://maizepages.umich.edu/organizations?query=Hindu
http://umich.edu/~religion/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ganesh_Chaturthi
https://www.learnreligions.com/ganesh-chaturthi-1770187
http://www.ganeshchaturthi.org/ganesh-chaturthi-significance.html
https://youtu.be/lAJ7DJ-Z_TM
https://youtu.be/Z9yvrQN_5mo
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